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Epiphytes: a plant that grows
on another plant but is not
parasitic

At Captain Forster’s preserve,
the hammock was lush with
vegetation, including palms,
ferns, and mosses.

The Shoestring fern and the
butterfly orchid (both not
shown) are two epiphytes
present in Captain Forster’s
preserve.



As one progresses from the Indian River
to the ocean, the topography and
subsequently the organisms present
change.

The ground undulates and tall trees are
replaced with salt‐tolerant mangroves.

Seen here is a green anole, a lizard
found in the foliage near the Indian
River



This succulent is adapted to
resist water loss. The thick,
waxy structure prevents
excessive transpiration,
allowing the plant to
maintain proper water levels
despite the high solute
concentration of the salty air.



Bursera simaruba, also known
as the tourist tree, or the
gumbo‐limbo tree, has peeling
red bark and is native to
Florida, Mexico, and the
Caribbean. It is adapted to
salty soils, which explains why
this one was found close to
the ocean.

The gumbo‐limbo is also
known as the living fence
because if planted in habitable
soils, mere branches will take
root and develop into full‐
sized trees.



The presence of lichen is an
indicator of air quality. This tree,
covered in colorful pink lichen, was
found near the water, suggesting
the air in the area is clean.

Lichen was also found on
these trees which were closer
to the ocean



This Australian Pine tree (Casuarina) is actually not a pine tree at all.
It was found on the barrier beach and is considered an invasive
species in Florida. The Australian Pine is allelopathic; it inhibits the
growth of other species by releasing toxic substances. The picture
on the right shows how no other plants are growing around the base
of the tree.





Works Cited
• http://www.ircgov.com/departments/general_services/parks

/Conservation/Graphics/CFHP/Map.jpg
• http://www.google.com/#hl=en&tbo=d&output=search&scl

ient=psy-
ab&q=epiphyte+definition&rlz=1R2ADRA_enUS409&oq=e
piphyte+definition&gs_l=hp.3..0l2j0i30l2j0i8i30j0i5i30j0i8i1
0i30.1031.4506.1.4716.19.13.0.0.0.0.641.4345.0j1j5j3j3j1.13.0.
les%3B..0.0...1c.1.0BjejY7J9Og&psj=1&bav=on.2,or.r_gc.r_p
w.r_qf.&bvm=bv.41248874,d.eWU&fp=e5222dfe4f0809dc&bi
w=1024&bih=540

• http://www.tbep.org/isteachersguide/PDF/AustralianPine.p
df

• http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bursera_simaruba


